
 
 
COACH REPORT 2021 – 2022 
 
The past year has been a very difficult period for the Arrows club, and not just because of continued COVID restrictions.  I 
would like to thank the club committee for their tireless and great work throughout the year, and their ongoing support of 
me through a tough time. A lot of their work goes on in the background that most would not know about, and takes 
countless hours out of their lives, which they give to help our sport continue to exist. It has been really moving to see the 
Arrows community come together and I feel like through these trying times that our club has become stronger, with more 
people getting involved and working together for the betterment and advancement of the club.  
 
A big thanks to Canterbury Olympic Ice Rink for their continued support of our sport, and for allowing me to overhaul, run, 
manage, and improve a very successful speed skate school program, which is where the majority of our club members 
come from and a key to growth in our sport.  To IRNSW for their support of our club and helping us to run events for our 
members throughout the year, despite the restrictions placed on us from COVID. 
And a special thank you to Maggie for her continued guidance, support, and help throughout the year, including running 
club sessions while I am away, assisting with programming, administration and running of our training camp in July. 
 
Despite tough restrictions and rink closures, we were able to hold a few events at Canterbury over the past year.  In June 
2021 we ran the Endurance Plate competition with 15 Arrows skaters competing. Two Arrows skaters competed 
internationally at World Cup events during the 2021-2022 season, with Keanu Blunden representing Australia at the World 
Cup events (best results 37th in 500m WC2 and 43rd in 1500m WC3) and Liam O’Brien representing Ireland (best results 26th  
in 1500m WC3 and 33rd in 1500m WC1).   These were great achievements for skaters whose preparations were made very 
complicated by ever changing travel restrictions. 
In April 2022 we were able to run our next event, with Autumn racing for both club skaters and skate school skaters.  11 
Arrows club skaters and 15 skate school skaters competed, of which 4 have already joined the club for this year, which is a 
great conversion. 
In July this year we ran a successful training camp with interstate participation, a great opportunity for the Australian short 
track community to get back together after such a long time without interstate travel allowed.   
 
There have been some great improvements in skater times and performances in the few events we have held, and we look 
forward to more great results as this season continues, leading up to the National Championships in Melbourne at the end 
of September.  We have a good group of skaters including some enthusiastic young skaters with a lot of potential, and with 
improved attendance and consistent commitment to the training I have no doubt that this group of skaters has a bright 
future in the sport. 
 
I look forward to working with the club in the coming season to produce the best possible results for our skaters, and for 
them to get the most enjoyment and satisfaction out of our great sport.  
Our SkateFast program is continuing to grow, and skaters are progressing nicely through the revamped curriculum, and we 
are starting to see more and more skaters ready to move into the club sessions and join the club.   
 
Our goal as always should be to keep Sydney Arrows the premier club for short track speed skating in Australia and 
continue to grow the sport and support all our members to reach their potential and enjoy their experiences as a member 
of the Sydney Arrows team. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
Scott Weekes 
Sydney Arrows Head Coach 
 
 


